VOLTAIRE.
This was encored: the actress recited it again. Mext, each of them went forward and laid his garland round the bust. Mademoiselle Farrier, in a fanatical ecstasy, kissed it, and all the others imitated her.
' This long ceremony, accompanied with infinite vivats, being over, the certain again dropped, and when it rose foxNauine, ono of M. de Voltaire's comedies, his bust was seen on the right-hand, side of the , stage, where it remained during the whole play.
<M. le Comte d'Artois did not choose to show himself too openly; but being informed, according to his orders, as soon as M. de Yoltaire appeared in the theatre, he had gone thither incognito; and it is thought that the old man, once when he went out for a moment, had the honour of a short interview with his Koyal Highness.
' Nanine finished, comes a new hurlyburly; a new trial for the modesty of our philosopher ! He had got into his carriage, but tho people would not let him go; they threw themselves on tho horses, they kissed them : some young poets even cried out to unyoke those animals, and draw the modern Apollo home with their own arms; unhappily, there were not enthusiasts enough to volunteer this service, and he at last got leave to depart, not without vivats, which he may have heard on the Font-Royal, and even in his own house......
CM. de Yoltaire, on reaching homo, wept anew; and modestly protested that if he had known the people were to play so many follies, he would not have gone/
On all these wonderful proceedings wo shall leave our readers to their own reflections; remarking only, that this happened on the 30th of March (1778), and that on the 30th of May, about the same hour, the object of such extraordinary adulation was in the article of death; the hearse already prepared to receive his remains, for which even a grave had to be stolen. ' He expired/ says Wagni&ro, < about
* a quarter past eleven at night, with the most perfect tran-1 quillity, after having suffered the crudest pains, in conso-
* quence of those fatal drugs, which his own imprudence,
* and especially that of the persons who ahould have looked